0 LORD, MASTER OF THE UNIVERSE, WHO HAS CREATED US WITH CONFLICTING DESIRES AND
CONFLICTING HOPES, WITH A HEAD AND WITH A HEART, GRANT THAT WE WILL ALWAYS RECOGNIZE
THE FACT THAT WE MUST CONSTANTLY HOLD CONFLICTING PRINCIPLES CLEARLY IN OUR MINDS

AT ALL TIMES IF WE ARE TO LEAD A MORAL AND A JUST LIFE. LET US ALWAYS REMEMBER

THAT LAW AND MERCY MUST ALWAYS BE BALANCED IF WE ARE EVER TO ATTAIN JUSTICE, THAT
THE APPLICATION OF STRICT LAW ALONE WILL ONLY LEAD TGO INJUSTICE AND THAT THE TOTAL
RELIANCE ON MERCY ALONE WILL LEAD TO LAWLESSNESS AND ANARCHY. GRANT, O LORD, THAT
WE WILL ALWAYS REALIZE THAT YOU HAVE GIVEN US TWO EYES, TWO NOSTRILS, TWO HANDS,

AND TWO FEET SO THAT.WE WILL ALWAYS BE ABLE TO REALIZE THAT WE MUST GRASP AND LOOK
AT AND FEEL THE CONFLICTING PRINCIPLES THAT ARE INHERENT IN EVERY PART OF LIFE.

LET US ALWAY:S REALIZE #&F, FOR EXAMPLE, THAT FREEDOM AND EQUALITY ARE COMPLETE
OPPOSITES, THAT IF WE HAVE COMPLETE EQUALITY WE s:£LOT HAVE ANY FREEDOM AT ALL

AND THAT IF WE HAVE COMPLETE FREEDOM WE WILL HAVE ONLY ANARCHY: AND HUMAN DEGRADATION.
LORD, LET US ALWAYS REALIZE THAT THE BEAUTY OF THE JEWISH TRADITION HAS NEFER BEEN
THAT IT Iévﬁﬁ EITHER/OR TRADITION BUT A BOTH TRADITION, THAT OUR TRADITION HAS
ALWAYS SAID THAT ALL HUMAN DRIVES AND EMOTIONS ARE VALID IF THEY ARE UTILIZED IN

THE RIGHT WAY. HALACHA IN HEBREW MEANS THE RIGHT WAY. TODAY AS WE COME TOGETHER
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AT LEAST A LITTLE BIT MORE ABOUT OUR TRADITIONS, ABOUT OUR RIGHT WAY. AMEN.
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0 LORD, MASTER OF THE UNIVERSE, RULER OF THE DESTINIES OF ALL MANKIND, WHO HAS

CHOSEN THE JEWISH PEOPLE TO BE THY INSTRUMENT IN BRINGING THE IDEAS OF BROTERHOOD,
LOVE, COMPASSION, AND PEACE INTO THE WORLD SO THAT REDEMPTION CAN COME, GRANT THAT

AS WE GATHER TOGETHER AT THIS HARRY FREEDMAN MEMORIAL LECTURE THAT WE WILL ALL

PAUSE A MOMENT TO REFLECT UPON THE LEGACY THAT WAS LEFT BEHIND TO US ALL BY THAT
SCHOLARLY, KIND, COMPASSIONATE, CHARITABLE PAST PRESIDENT OF OUR CONGREGATION,

HARRY FREEDMAN. HE EMBODIED IN HIS LIFE AND ACTIONS THE VERY ESSENCE OF OUR RELIGIOUS
TEACHINGS. HE WAS A DEVOTED FAMILY MAN WHOSE LOVE FOR HIS WIFE, MOLLIE, FOR HIS
CHILDREN AND FOR HIS GRANDCHILDREN AND FOR THE TEACHINGS OF OUR FAITH WAS AN INSPIRATION
TO US ALL. HARRY LOVED BEING JEWISH. TO HIM IT WAS A GREAT PRIVILEGE. ALTHOUGH
THERE IS A FAMOUS YIDDISH EXPRESSION WHICH SAYS, "SHVAIR TZU AZYIN A YID - IT'S

HARD TO BE A JEW", HARRY KNEW IT IS HARDER TO BE ANYTHING ELSE. IT IS TRUE THAT
THROUGHOUT THE AGES WE JEWISH PEOPLE HAVE BEEN PERSECUTED AND HOUNDED BECAUSE OF

OUR FAITH AND THAT EXTERNAL CONDITIONS HAVE BEEN MADE DIFFICULT FOR US, BUT HARRY
KNEW, AS ALL BELIEVING JEWS KNOW, THAT THE GREAT INNER JOY THAT WE GET FROM PRACTICING
OUR RELIGION MORE THAN COMPENSATES FOR ANY OUTWARD PERSECUTION. JUDAISM OPENS

UP SO MANY DIFFERENT LEVELS OF MEANING IN LIFE FOR EACH OF US. TIT CONNECTS US

TO NOT ONLY G-D BUT ALSO TO OUR FELLOW HUMAN BEINGS. IT DEEPENS AND STRENGTHENS

OUR FAMILY LIFE. IT SHOWS FOR US THE ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES THAT EXIST FOR OUR

OWN SPIRITUAL GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT AND ALLOWS US TO DEVELOP OUR TALENTS IN A

MORAL WAY SO THAT WEZQRING JOY NOT ONLY TO OURSELVES BUT ALSO TO OUR FAMILY AND 10
OUR COMMUNITY AND ULTIMATELY TO THE WORLD. HARRY WOULD HAVE BEEN VERY PLEASED

TO KNOW THAT OTHERS ALSO ORIGINALLY OUTSIDE THE JEWISH PEOPLE ALSU‘%iz THE GREAT
BEAUTY AND SPIRITUAL POTENTIAL OF JUDAISM. HE WOULD HAVE BEEN PLEASED TO KNOW

THAT A LECTURE TONIGHT IS BEING GIVEN BY A MAN WHO WAS DRAWN TO THE RICH SPIRITUAL
TREASURES OF JUDAISM BY ITS HUMANE, LOVING, FAMILY CENTERED TRADITIONS. JOHN SCALAMONTI,
A FORMER PRIEST, DISCOVERED NOT ONLY THE TRUTHS OF JUDAISM BUT ALSO ITS INNER JOY

AND DEPTH. FROM THE BEGINNING OF JEWISH HISTORY IT SOMETIMES TAKES A NON-JEW WHO

BECOMES A JEW TO MAKE JEWS REALIZE THE GREATNESS, THE UNTQUENESS, AND THE GREAT
JOY THAT OUR RELIGION CAN BRING TO MANKIND. YISRO, OR JETHRO, MOSHE'S FATHER-IN-LAW,




WAS SUCH A MAN. WE ALL KNOW THAT ONKELUS, RABBI AKIVA, AND RABBI MEIR WERE EITHER
CONVERTS OR DESCENDANTS OF CONVERTS. THEY ADDED SO MUCH TO JUDAISM. MAY WE, O
LORD, ALSO BE INSPIRED TONIGHT LIKE THE JEWS OF OLD WERE TO RENEW OUR COMMITMENT
TO OUR FAITH AND TO SEE EVEN MUREdgaéSIBILIIIES IN IT OF CONNECTING WITH THEE AND
OF SERVING OUR FELLOW MAN BECAUSE OF THE TALK OF JOHN SCALAMONTI TODAY. MAY WE
ALL, BY COMING TOGETHER TO HEAR JOHN SCALAMONTI, BE DRAWN CLOSER TO THEE AND THY
TEACHINGS AND, THUS, TO EACH OTHER SO THE MASHIACH MAY COME QUICKLY IN OUR DAY.

AMEN.
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0 LORD, MASTER OF THE UNIVERSE, RULER OF THE DESTINIES OF ALL MANKIND, WHO HAS CHOSEN
THE JEWISH PEOPLE TO-BE THY INSTRUMENT IN BRINGING THE IDEAS OF BROTHERHOOD, LOVE,
COMPASSION, AND PEACE INTO THE WORLD SO THAT REDEMPTION CAN COME, GRANT THAT AS

WE GATHER TOGETHER AT THIS HARRY FREEDMAN MEMORIAL LECTURE THAT WE WILL ALL PAUSE

A MOMENT TO REFLECT UPON THE LEGACY THAT WAS LEFT BEHIND TO US ALL BY THAT SCHOLARLY,
KIND, COMPASSIONATE, CHARITABLE PAST PRESIDENT OF OUR CONGREGATION, HARRY FREEDMAN.

HE EMBODIED IN HIS LIFE AND ACTIONS THE VERY ESSENCE OF OUR RELIGIOUS TEACHINGS.

HE WAS A DEVOTED FAMILY MAN WHOSE LOVE FOR HIS WIFE, MOLLIE, FOR HIS CHILDREN, AND

FOR HIS GRANDCHILDREN AND FOR THE TEACHINGS OF‘UUR FAITH-WAS AN INSPIRATION TO US
ALLi//?T IS ONLY FITTING THAT THE FIRST OF THE LECTURES OF THIS YEAR'S HARRY FREEDMAN
MEMORIAL LECTURES SHOULD BE GIVEN BY A MAN, RABBI HANOCH TELLER, WHOSE STORIES ARE

SO FILLED WITH LOVE OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE AND LOVE OF THE JEWISH RELIGION. HIS POIGNANT
STORIES ARE NOT ONLY A PLEASURE TO READ BUT THEY MAKE YOU FEEL GOOD BEING A JEW.

HARRY ALSO ALWAYS MADE EVERYONE FEEL GOOD ABOUT BEING A JEW. HE, T0O, LIKED TO

TELL STORIES AND HIS STORIES, LIKE RABBI HANOCH TELLER'S, A:SO HAD A POINT. SOMETIMES
IT WAS HARD TO TELL AT THE BEGINNING WHAT EXACTLY THE POINT WAS BUT BY THE END OF

THE STORY YOU KNEW. WHAT HARRY MEANT, AND WHEN WE ALL READ-RABBI TELLER'S STORIES

BY THE END OF THE STORY WE ALL KNOW WHAT HE MEANS, TOO. HE MEANS TO REINFORCE OUR
JEWISH VALUES AND ALLOW US TO BE BETTER PEGRLE. AS THE CHASSIDIM USED TO SAY, "WE
LEARN A LOT FROM TEXT BUT WE ALSO CAN LEARN FROM STORIES AND MUSIC, T00." THE STORIES
THAT T AM SURE YOU ARE GOING TO HEAR TONIGHT WILL NOT ONLY MAKE YOU FEEL GOOD, THEY
WILL ALSO INSPIRE YOU TO BE A BETTER HUMAN BEING. MAY WE, O LORD, ALWAYS BE PROUD

OF OUR JEWISH HERITAGE, AND MAY WE ALWAYS FEEL GOOD BEING A JEW, AND MAY WE, BECASUE
WE KNOW THE IMPORTANCE OF OUR JUDAISM, LIVE EVER FULLER AND BETTER JEWISH LIVES

SO THE MASHIACH MAY COME IN OUR DAY. AMEN.




0 LORD, MASTER OF THE UNIVERSE, RULER OF THE DESTINIES OF ALL MANKIND, WHO HAS
CHOSEN THE JEWISH PEOPLE TO BE THY INSTRUMENT IN BRINGING THE IDEAS OF BROTHERHOOD,
LLOVE, COMPASSION, AND PEACE INTO THE WORLD SO THAT REDEMPTION CAN COME. GRANT
THAT AS WE GATHER TOGETHER AT THIS HARRY FREEDMAN MEMORIAL LECUTRE THAT WE WILL
ALL PAUSE A MOMENT TO REFLECT UOPN THE LEGACY THAT WAS LEFT BEHIND TO US ALL BY
THAT SCHOLARLY, KIND, COMPASSIONATE, CHARITABLE PAST PRESIDENT OF OUR CONGREGATION,
HARRY FREEDMAN. HE EMBODIED IN HIS LIFE AND ACTIONS THE VERY ESSENCE OF OUR RELIGIOUS
TEACHINGS. HE WAS A DEVOTED FAMILY MAN WHOSE LOVE FOR HIS WIFE, MOLLIE, FOR HIS
CHILDREN, AND FOR HIS GRANDCHILDREN AND FOR THE TEACHINGS OF OUR FAITH WAS AN INSPIRATION
TO US ALL. IT IS ONLY FITTING THAT ONE OF THESE LECTURES IN HIS MEMORY SHOULD
BE DEVOTED TO THE STATE OF ISRAEL. HE SO LOVED THE JEWISH PEOPLE. HE KNEW IN
HIS OWN FLESH WHAT ANTI-SEMITISM MEANT HAVING BEEN BORN IN EUROPE, AND HE KNEW
THAT THE JEWISH PEOPLE NEEDED A HOMELAND AND HE WAS AN ARDENT SUPPORTER OF ISRAEL
THROUGHOUT HIS LIFE. HE WAS ALSO KNOWN AS AN ARDENT SUPPORTER OF EVERYTHING JEWISH.
HE AND MOLLIE WERE INSEPARABLE. TOGETHER THEY WENT TO ISRAEL MANY TIMES. HE LOVED
TO TELL HIS CHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN ESPECIALLY ABOUT HIS EXPERIENCES GROWING
UP, ABOUT HIS LOVE FOR AMERICA WHICH GAVE HIM SUCH GREAT OPPORTUNITIES AND HIS
PASSION FOR ISRAEL WHICH IS AND WILL ALWAYS BE A HAVEN FOR THE JEWISH PEOPLE AND
A GUARDIAN OF OUR CULTURAL HERITAGE. LET PEACE COME QUICKLY TO THE MIDDLE EAST
SO THAT TRULY HIS VISION AND THE VISION OF ALL JEWS THROUGHOUT THE GENERATIONS

W\ Gane Ry
WHICH WAS THE VISION OF THE PROPHETS, THAT ISRAEL WILL BECOME A BEACON UNTO THE

NATIONS, WEsE=BE QUICKL Y-Fdbheliishd~IN OUR DAY. AMEN.
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0 LORD, MASTER OF THE UNIVERSE, WHO HAS CREATED EACH OF US WITH THE NEED TO EXCELL
AND WITH THE NEED TO RELATE, GRANT THAT IN OUR DEALINGS WITH EACH OTHER WE WILL
ALWAYS REALIZE THAT BOTH THESE NEEDS ARE LEGITIMATE AND, THEREFORE, WE SHOULD
ALWAYS BE TOLERANT OF EACH OTHER AND WORK WITH EACH OTHER SO THAT EACH OF US

CAN BOTH RELATE TO OTHERS AND EXCEL IN OUR STRENGTHS. GRANT ALSO, O LORD, THAT

WE WILL ALWAYS BE GIVEN THE DISCERNMENT TO TELL WHEN WE HAVE UPSET THIS DELICATE
BALANCE OF RELATING AND EXCELLING SO THAT WHEN WE HAVE EVER MIXED MATERIAL SUCCESS
WITH ARROGANCE AND HAVE DENIGRATED OUR RELATIONSHIPS AND TREATED OTHERS ARBITRARILY
AND INJUSTLY WeﬂégALIZE IT AND CHANGE. GRANT ALSO, O LORD, THAT NONE OF US WILL
EVER FEEL THAT WE HAVE TO SQUELCH ALL OUR PERSONAL AMBITIONS IN ORDER FOR OUR
PERSONAL OR COMMUNITY RELATIONSHIPS TO ENDURE. RELATIONSHIPS MUST BE BASED ON
RESPECT AND MUST BE CO-DEPENDENT AND NOT ABUSIVE OR DICTATORIAL. GRANT, O LORD, That
AS WE HEAR OUR SPEAKER TONIGHT, FLORENCE KUSNETZ, DISCUSS MANY OF THE REASONS

WHY OUR LEGAL SYSTEM HAS FAILED THE FAMILY, THAT WE WILL ALL ALWAYS RECOGNIZE

THAT BOTH OUR NEED TO EXCEL IN OUR G-D-GIVEN STRENGTHS AND OUR NEED TO RELATE

NEED TO BE RECOGNIZED BY SOCIETY AND DELICATELY BALANCED WITHIN OURSELVES IF

WE ARE fD BE TRUE TO OURSELVES AND TO HAVE SUCCESSFUL RELATIONSHIPS. GRANT ALSO,
OLQRD, THAT WE WILL ALWAYS BE COGNIZANT OF THE FACT THAT MOST JEWISH LEARNING

DEALS EXACTLY WITH THIS TOPIC: HOW TO MAINTAIN SUCCESSFUL RELATIONSHIPS WHILE
STILL BEING ABLE TO EXPRESS ONE'S ABILITIES. JUDAISM TEACHEgSEEQENE IS CALLED
UPON TO SQUELCH HIS OR HER PERSONALITY SO THAT MARRIAGE OR COMMUNITY OR THE STATE
CAN SUCCEED. GRANT ALSO, O LORD, THAT WE WILL_ALWAYS REMEMBER THE EXAMPLE OF

HARRY FREEDMAN, WHO KNEW HOW TO RELATE TO PEOPLE WITHOUT BELITTLING THEM OR DIMINISHING
THEM. HE KNEW HOW TO MAKE EVERYONE COMFORTABLE IN HIS PRESENCE AND HE KNEW HOW

TO MAKE EVERYONE FEEL IMPORTANT AND WORTHY. HE WAS SUCCESSFUL IN BUSINESS HIMSELF
WITHOUT EVER HAVING TO SACRIFICE FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS OR COMMUNITY RELATIONSHIPS.
HE ACCOMPLISHagD MUCH, BUILDING THIS SHUL, HELﬁPPbUND,AND MAINTAIN THE HEBREW
ACADEMY WITHOUT EVER CREATING DISSENSION. HE KNEW HOW TO BE PRODUCTIVE AND PROMOTE
HARMONY ALL AT THE SAME TIME. MAY WE ALWAYS LEARN FROM HIS EXAMPLE, AND MAY

WE LEARN TONIGHT, O LORD, THAT OUR LEGAL SYSTEM SHOULD START PROMOTING SOLUTIONS
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PRI PROBLf S, ESPECIALLY FAMILY PROBLEMS INSTEAD OF PROMOTING DISUNITY AND HARDSHIP,

AND MAY WE BY WORKING
bﬁ TOWARD THESE GOALS BE DRAWN CLOSER TO EACH OTHER AND, THUS,

TO THEE.* AMEN.
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TO PEOPLE WITHOUT BELITTLING THEM OR DIMINISHING THEM, 4 HE KNEW HOW TO MAKE
EVERYONE COMFORTABLE IN HIS PRESENCE, AND He%l HOW TO MAKE EVERYONE FEEL
IMPORTANT AND WORTHY. HE WAS SUCCESSFUI[_n HIMSELF WITHOUT EVER HAVING TO SACRIFICE ‘
FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS OR COMMUNITY RELATIONSHIPS. HE ACCOMPLISHED SO MUCH, BUILDING
THIS SHUL, HELPW& FOUND AND MAINTAIN THE HEBREW ACADEMY WITHOUT CREATING DISSENSION.
HE KNOW HOW TO BE PRODUCTIVE AND PROMOTE HARMONY AT THE SAME TIME. MAY WE ALWAYS
LEARN FROM HIS EXAMPLE, AND MAY WE LEARN TONIGHT, O [.LORD, THAT OUR LEGAL SYSTEM

SHOULD START PROMOTING SOLUTIONS TO PROBLEMS, ESPECIALLY FAMILY PROBLEMS, INSTEAD

OF PROMOTING DISUNITY AND HARDSHIP, AND MAY WE BY WORKING TOWARD THESE GOALS
BE DRAWN CLOSER TO EACH OTHER AND, THUS, TO THEE. AMEN.



0 LORD, MASTER OF THE UNIVERSE, WHO HAS CREATED EACH OF US WITH THE NEED TO EXCELL
AND WITH THE NEED TO RELATE, GRANT THAT IN OUR DEALINGS WITH EACH OTHER WE WILL
ALWAYS REALIZE THAT BOTH THESE NEEDS ARE LEGITIMATE AND, THEREFORE, WE SHOULD
ALWAYS BE TOLERANT OF EACH OTHER AND WORK WITH EACH OTHER SO THAT EACH OF US

CAN BOTH RELATE TO OTHERS AND EXCEL IN OUR STRENGTHS. GRANT ALSO, O LORD, THAT

WE WILL ALWAYS BE GIVEN THE DISCERNMENT TO TELL WHEN WE HAVE UPSET THIS DELICATE
BALANCE OF RELATING AND EXCELLING SO THAT WHEN WE HAVE EVER MIXED MATERIAL SUCCESS
WITH ARROGANCE AND HAVE DENIGRATED OUR RELATIONSHIPS AND TREATED OTHERS ARBITRARILY
AND INJUSTLY We”égALIZE IT AND CHANGE. GRANT ALSO, O LORD, THAT NONE OF US WILL
EVER FEEL THAT WE HAVE TO SQUELCH ALL OUR PERSONAL AMBITIONS IN ORDER FOR OUR
PERSONAL OR COMMUNITY RELATIONSHIPS TO ENDURE. RELATIONSHIPS MUST BE BASED ON
RESPECT AND MUST BE CO-DEPENDENT AND NOT ABUSIVE OR DICTATORIAL. GRANT, O LORD,1“JT
AS WE HEAR OUR SPEAKER TONIGHT, FLORENCE KUSNETZ, DISCUSS MANY OF THE REASONS

WHY OUR LEGAL SYSTEM HAS FAILED THE FAMILY, THAT WE WILL ALL ALWAYS RECOGNIZE

THAT BOTH OUR NEED TO EXCEL IN OUR G-D-GIVEN STRENGTHS AND OUR NEED TO RELATE

NEED TO BE RECOGNIZED BY SOCIETY AND DELICATELY BALANCED WITHIN OURSELVES IF

WE ARE TO BE TRUE TO OURSELVES AND TO HAVE SUCCESSFUL RELATIONSHIPS. GRANT ALSO,
OLPRD, THAT WE WILL ALWAYS BE COGNIZANT OF THE FACT THAT MOST JEWISH LEARNING

DEALS EXACTLY WITH THIS TOPIC: HOW TO MAINTAIN SUCCESSFUL RELATIONSHIPS WHILE
STILL BEING ABLE TO EXPRESS ONE'S ABILITIES. JUDAISM TEACHEgSQSaENE IS CALLED
UPON TO SQUELCH HIS OR HER PERSONALITY SO THAT MARRIAGE OR COMMUNITY OR THE STATE
CAN SUCCEED. GRANT ALSO, O LORD, THAT WE WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER THE EXAMPLE OF

HARRY FREEDMAN, WHO KNEW HOW TO RELATE TO PEOPLE WITHOUT BELITTLING THEM OR DIMINISHING
THEM. HE KNEW HOW TO MAKE EVERYONE COMFORTABLE IN HIS PRESENCE AND HE KNEW HOW

TO MAKE EVERYONE FEEL IMPORTANT AND WORTHY. HE WAS SUCCESSFUL IN BUSINESS HIMSELF
WITHOUT EVER HAVING TO SACRIFICE FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS OR COMMUNITY RELATIONSHIPS.
HE ACCOMPLIS”ggO MUCH, BUILDING THIS SHUL, HELﬁ“POUND AND MAINTAIN THE HEBREW
ACADEMY WITHOUT EVER CREATING DISSENSION. HE KNEW HOW TO BE PRODUCTIVE AND PROMOTE
HARMONY ALL AT THE SAME TIME. MAY WE ALWAYS LEARN FROM HIS EXAMPLE, AND MAY

WE LEARN TONIGHT, 0 LORD, THAT OUR LEGAL SYSTEM SHOULD START PROMOTING SOLUTIONS




T0 PROBLEMS, ESPECIALLY FAMILY PROBLEMS, INSTEAD OF PROMOTING DISUNITY AND HARDSHIP,
AND MAY WE BY WORKING TOWARD THESE GOALS BE DRAWN CLOSER TO EACH OTHER AND, THUS,

TO THEE. AMEN.
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0 LORD, MASTER OF THE UNIVERSE, RULER OF THE DESTINIES OF ALL MANKIND WHO HAS

CHOSEN THE JEWISH PEOPLE TO BE THY INSTRUMENT IN BRINGING REDEMPTION TO THE WORLD,

GRANT THAT WE WILL ALWAYS REALIZE THAT OUR DESTINY IS NOT LIKE THE DESTINY OF hj
QT Degy ien e ave. bee~ Cal upn
ALL THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD, THAT WE HAVE A SACRED CALLING GRARTS=S=:0RD,
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fbr’bUR TRADITIONS STAND FOR,SOMETHING, WE ARE MORE THAN A PEOPLE; WE ARE PEOPLE
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WITH A MISSION, THAT OUR RELIGION IS MEANT NOT JUST TO GIVE US A PERSONAL FEELING
OF SECURITY AND HOPE IN THE WORLD BUT ALSO TO SERVE AS A PARADIGM.FROM WHICH

THE REST OF THE WORLD CAN LEARN HOW TO ORGANIZE THEIR INDIVIDUAL AND COMMUNITY
LIVES SO PEACE, BROTHERHOOD, HARMONY, AND PROSPERITY CAN REIGN IN THE WORLD.
GRANT, 0?LDR6??£§:&E HEAR DR. AVI RAVITZKY SPEAK TO US ABOUT ONE OF THE GREATEST

JEWISH THINKERS OF THIS CENTURY, RAV KOOK AND HIS VISION OF. RELIGIOUS ZIONISM,

WE WILL ALL BE MOVED TO DEDICATE MORE OF OUR LIVES AND ENERGY TO FULFILL THES
JEWISH DREAM OF BEING A LIGHT UNTO THE NATIONS, BOTH IN GUR PERSONAL AND COMMUNITY
LIVES. GRANT ALSO, O LORD, THAT WE WILL REMEMBER ALL THOSE WHO HAVE COME BEFORE
USt,uV'VHO IS-i%VE DONE THEIR BEST TO IMPLEMENT IN THEIR m AN DMLI VES
THE VALUES OF OUR FAITH. HARRY FREEDMAN WAS SUCH AN INDIVIDUAL. HIS COMPASSION
FOR EVERYONE, BLACK, BROWN, WHITE, JEWISH, CHRISTIAN, MOSLEM WAS WELL KNOWN AND
ADMIRED THROUGHOUT THE CITY. HIS WAS A VISION OF INCLUSION NOT CONFRONTATION.

HE WAS SUCH A PROUD JEW, TUU;ﬁ:E;kﬁS ADMIRED EVEN BY THOSE WHO USUALLY TRY T0

HARM AND PERSECUTE OUR PEOPLE. HE ALSO WORKED SO HARD FOR THE STATE OF ISRAELVJLWL\

HE BELIEVED IN % WITH HIS WHOLE HEART. AS HE TOLD ME MANY TIMES, "WHEN PEACE
COMES TO THE MIDDLE EAST THE WORLD WILL THEN BE ABLE TO APPRECIATE THE BEAUTY

OF OUR TRADITIONS NOT ONLY ON AN INDIVIDUAL LEVEL BUT ALSO ON A MNATIONAL LEVEL.Z&
44a\ o
WE TRULY CAN SERVE AS A LIGHT UNTO THE NATIONS. LET US ALL HOPE AND PRAY THAT

<0
PEACE WILL TRULY COME SOON IN THi MIDDLE EAST.#AMW®. THAT TRULY RAV KOOK'S VISION

Commyncy |
AND THE VISION OF THOSE LIKE HARRY FREEDMAN CAN BE REALIZED IN OUR DAY. AMEN.




0 LORD, MASTER OF THE UNIVERSE, RULER OF THE DESTINIES OF ALL MANKIND WHO HAS
CHOSEN THE JEWISH PEOPLE TG BE THY INSTRUMENT IN BRINGING REDEMPTION TO THE WORLD,

GRANT THAT WE WILL ALWAYS REALIZE THAT OUR DESTINY IS NOT LIKE THE DESTINY OF hﬁ
it Degy e e have bee~ Cal upan

ALL THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD, THAT WE HAVE A SACRED CALLING GRART=8=0R0,
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WITH A MISSION, THAT OUR RELIGION IS MEANT NOT JUST TO GIVE US A PERSONAL FEELING

OF SECURITY AND HOPE IN THE WORLD BUT ALSO TO SERVE AS A PARADIGM FROM WHICH

THE REST OF THE WORLD CAN LEARN HOW TOVQRGANIZE THEIR INDIVIDUAL AND COMMUNITY
LIVES SO PEACE, BROTHERHOOD, HARMONY, AND PROSPERITY CAN REIGN IN THE WORLD.
GRANT, 0?LDR§:$£§:&E HEAR DR. AVI RAVITZKY SPEAK TO US ABOUT ONE OF THE GREATEST
JEWISH THINKERS OF THIS CENTURY, RAV KOOK AND HIS VISION OF. RELIGIOUS ZIONISM,

WE WILL ‘ALL BE MOVED TO DEDICATE MORE OF OUR LIVES AND ENERGY TO FULFILL THES
JEWISH DREAM OF BEING A LIGHT UNTO THE NATIONS, BOTH IN OUR PERSONAL AND COMMUNITY
LIVES. GRANT ALSO, O LORD, THAT WE WILL REMEMBER ALL THOSE WHO HAVE COME BEFORE
US%H*;O:E/E DONE THEIR BEST TO IMPLEMENT IN THEIR Giriey AND MLIVES
THE VALUES OF OUR FAITH. HARRY FREEDMAN WAS SUCH AN INDIVIDUAL. HIS COMPASSION
FOR EVERYONE, BLACK, BROWN, WHITE, JEWISH, CHRISTIAN, MOSLEM WAS WELL KNOWN AND
ADMIRED THROUGHOUT THE CITY. HIS WAS A VISION OF INCLUSION NOT CONFRONTATION.

HE WAS SUCH A PROUD JEW, Tooﬁﬁﬁiﬁkﬁs ADMIRED EVEN BY THOSE WHO USUALLY TRY TO
HARM AND PERSECUTE OUR PEOPLE. HE ALSO WORKED SO HARD FOR THE STATE OF ISRAELVJ‘“A1 :
HE BELIEVED IN ¥ WITH HIS WHOLE HEART. AS HE TOLD ME MANY TIMES, "WHEN PEACE
COMES TO fHE MIDDLE EAST THE WORLD WILL THEN BE ABLE TO APPRECIATE THE BEAUTY

OF OUR TRADITIONS NOT ONLY ON AN INDIVIDUAL LEVEL BUT ALSO ON A NATIONAL LEVEL.#
WE TRUL?LERN SERVE AS A LIGHT UNTO THE NATIDNS.“ LET US ALL HOPE AND PRAY THAT
PEACE WILL TRULY COME SOON IN‘ézingDDLE EAST,ﬁﬁg THAT TRULY RAV KOOK'S VISION

Comonsy |
AND THE VISION OF THOSE LIKE HARRY FREEDMAN CAN BE REALIZED IN OUR DAY. AMEN.
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0 LORD, MASTER OF THE UNIVERSE, WHO HAS CREATED US WITH CONFLICTING DESIRES AND
CONFLICTING HOPES, WITH A HEAD AND WITH A HEART, GRANT THAT WE WILL ALWAYS RECOGNIZE
THE FACT THAT WE MUST CONSTANTLY HBLD CONFLICTING PRINCIPLES CLEARLY IN OUR MINDS
AT ALL TIMES IF WE ARE TO LEAD A MORAL AND A JUST LIFE. LET US ALWAYS REMEMBER

THAT LAW AND MERCY MUST ALWAYS BE BALANCED IF WE ARE EVER TO ATTAIN JUSTICE, THAT
THE APPLICATION OF STRICT LAW ALONE WILL ONLY LEAD TO INJUSTICE AND THAT THE TOTAL
RELIANCE ON MERCY ALONE WILL LEAD TO LAWLESSNESS AND ANARCHY. GRANT, O LORD, THAT
WE WILL ALWAYS REALIZE THAT YOU HAVE GIVEN US TWO. EYES, TWO NOSTRILS, TWO HANDS,

AND TWO FEET SO THAT WE WILL ALWAYS BE ABLE TO REALIZE THAT WE MUST GRASP AND LOOK
AT AND FEEL THE CONFLICTING PRINCIPLES THAT ARE INHERENT IN EVERY PART OF LIFE.

LET US ALWAY:S REALIZE THAT, FOR EXAMPLE, THAT FREEDOM AND EQUALITY ARE COMPLETE
OPPOSITES, THAT IF WE HAVE COMPLETE EQUALITY WE CANNOT HAVE ANY FREEDOM AT ALL

AND THAT IF WE HAVE COMPLETE! FREEDOM WE WILL HAVE ONLY ANARCHY: AND HUMAN DEGRADATION.
LORD, LET US ALWAYS REALIZE THAT THE BEAUTY OF THE JEWISH TRADITION HAS NEVER BEEN
THAT IT IS AN EITHER/OR TRADITION BUT A BOTH TRADITION, THAT OUR TRADITION HAS
ALWAYS SAID THAT ALL HUMAN DRIVES AND-EMOTIONS ARE VALID IF THEY ARE UTILIZED IN
THE RIGHT WAY. HALAQHA IN HEBREW MEANS THE RIGHT WAY. TODAY AS WE COME TOGETHER
TO HEAR DR. BARUCH BRGDY SPEAK ON CONTEMPORARY APPLICATIONS OF OUR ANCIENT LAWS
THAT WE WILL EVER BE MINDFUL OF THE GREAT CONTRIBUTIONS THAT HARRY FREEDMAN MADE

IN OUR COMMUNITY FOR JEWISH SCHOLARSHIP AND LEARNING. HE KNEW THE UNIQUE CHARACTER
OF JEWISH STUDY, HOW WE NEVER DISCARD EVEN OPPOSING OPINIONS BUT THAT WE INCORPORATE
THEM IN OUR TRADITION. HE TRULY LOVED JEWISH LEARNING AND KNEW THAT THE JEWISH
PEOPLE ARE WHAT WE ARE BECAUSE OF IT. THIS EVENING AS WE HEAR THIS-LECfURE ON

THE PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS OF OUR HALACHA TO MODERN PROBLEMS, LET US RENEW OUR
COMMITMENT TO JEWISH LEARNING AND LET US, AS HARRY FREEDMAN DID, EVERY DAY LEARN

AT LEAST A LITTLE BIT MORE ABOUT OUR TRADITIONS, ABOUT OUR RIGHT WAY. AMEN.




0 LORD, MASTER OF THE UNIVERSE, WHO HAS CREATED US WITH CONFLICTING DESIRES AND
CONFLICTING HOPES, WITH A HEAD AND WITH A HEART, GRANT THAT WE WILL ALWAYS RECOGNIZE
THE FACT THAT WE MUST CONSTANTLY HOLD CONFLICTING PRINCIPLES CLEARLY IN OUR MINDS

AT ALL TIMES IF WE ARE TO LEAD A MORAL AND A JUST LIFE. LET US ALWAYS REMEMBER

THAT LAW AND MERCY MUST ALWAYS BE BALANCED IF WE ARE EVER TO ATTAIN JUSTICE, THAT
THE APPLICATION OF STRICT LAW ALONE WILL ONLY LEAD TO INJUSTICE AND THAT THE TOTAL
RELIANCE ON MERCY ALONE WILL LEAD TO LAWLESSNESS AND ANARCHY. GRANT, O LORD, THAT
WE WILL ALWAYS REALIZE THAT YOU HAVE GIVEN US TWO- EYES, TWO NOSTRILS, TWO HANDS,

AND TWO FEET SO THAT WE WILL ALWAYS BE ABLE TO REALIZE THAT WE MUST GRASP AND LOOK
AT AND FEEL THE CONFLICTING PRINCIPLES THAT ARE INHERENT IN EVERY.PART OF LIFE.

LET US ALWAY:S REALIZE THAT, FOR EXAMPLE, THAT FREEDOM AND EQUALITY ARE COMPLETE
OPPOSITES, THAT IF WE HAVE COMPLETE EQUALITY WE CANNOT HAVE ANY FREEDOM AT ALL

AND THAT IF WE HAVE COMPLETE! FREEDOM WE WILL HAVE ONLY ANARCHY: AND HUMAN DEGRADATIUN.
LORD, LET US ALWAYS REALIZE THAT THE BEAUTY OF THE JEWISH TRADITION HAS NEVER BEEN
THAT IT IS AN EITHER/OR TRADITION BUT A BOTH TRADITION, THAT OUR TRADITION HAS
ALWAYS SAID THAT ALL HUMAN DRIVES AND EMOTIONS ARE VALID IF THEY ARE UTILIZED IN
THE RIGHT WAY. HALACHA IN HEBREW MEANS THE RIGHT WAY. TODAY AS WE COME TOGETHER
TO HEAR DR. BARUCH BRGDY SPEAK ON CONTEMPORARY APPLICATIONS OF OUR ANCIENT LAWS
THAT We WILL EVER BE MINDFUL OF THE GREAT CONTRIBUTIONS THAT HARRY FREEDMAN MADE

IN OUR COMMUNITY FOR JEWISH SCHOLARSHIP AND LEARNING. HE KNEW THE UNIQUE CHARACTER
OF JEWISH STUDY, HOW WE NEVER DISCARD EVEN OPPOSING OPINIONS BUT THAT WE INCORPORATE
THEM IN OUR TRADITION. HE TRULY LOVED JEWISH LEARNING AND KNEW THAT THE JEWISH
PEOPLE ARE WHAT WE ARE BECAUSE OF IT. THIS EVENING AS WE HEAR THIS LECfURE ON

THE PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS OF OUR HALACHA TO MODERN PROBLEMS, LET US RENEW OUR
COMMITMENT TO JEWISH LEARNING AND LET US, AS HARRY FREEDMAN DID, EVERY DAY LEARN

AT LEAST A LITTLE BIT MORE ABOUT OUR TRADITIONS, ABOUT OUR RIGHT WAY. AMEN.




0 LORD, MASTER OF THE UNIVERSE, RULER OF THE DESTINIES OF ALL MANKIND WHO HAS
CHOSEN THE JEWISH PEOPLE TO BE THY INSTRUMENT IN BRINGING REDEMPTION TO THE WORLD,

GRANT THAT WE WILL ALWAYS REALIZE THAT OUR DESTINY IS NOT LIKE THE DESTINY OF bﬁ
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ALL THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD, THAT WE HAVE A SACRED CALLING CRERT==6=:0R0,
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WITH A MISSION, THAT OUR RELIGION IS MEANT NOT JUST TO GIVE US A PERSONAL FEELING

OF SECURITY AND HOPE IN THE WORLD BUT ALSO TO SERVE AS A PARADIGM FROM WHICH
THE REST OF THE WORLD CAN LEARN HOW TO ORBANIZE THEIR INDIVIDUAL AND COMMUNITY
LIVES SO PEACE, BROTHERHOOD, HARMONY, AND PROSPERITY CAN REIGN IN THE WORLD.
GRANT, O LORde£§TWE HEAR DR. AVI RAVITZKY SPEAK TO US ABOUT ONE OF THE GREATEST
JEWISH THINKERS OF THIS CENTURY, RAV KOOK AND HIS VISION OF RELIGIOUS ZIONISM,
WE WILL ALL BE MOVED TO DEDICATE MORE OF OUR LIVES AND ENERGY TO FULFILL THES
JEWISH DREAM OF BEING A LIGHT UNTO THE NATIONS, BOTH IN OUR PERSONAL AND COMMUNITY
LIVES. GRANT ALSO, O LORD, THAT WE WILL REMEMBER ALL THOSE WHO HAVE COME BEFORE
US‘,‘M\/'\I:;MH%VE DONE THEIR BEST TO IMPLEMENT IN THEIR piricd MLIVES
THE VALUES OF OUR FAITH. HARRY FREEDMAN WAS SUCH AN INDIVIDUAL. HIS COMPASSION
FOR EVERYONE, BLACK, BROWN, WHITE, JEWISH, CHRISTIAN, MOSLEM WAS WELL KNOWN AND
ADMIRED THROUGHOUT THE CITY. HIS WAS A VISION OF INCLUSION NOT CONFRONTATION.
HE WAS SUCH A PROUD JEW TOO:EZEﬁkﬁS ADMIRED EVEN BY THOSE’WHO USUALLY TRY TO

s ’
HARM AND PERSECUTE OUR PEOPLE. HE ALSO WORKED SO HARD FOR THE STATE OF ISRAELVJ‘“A1
HE BELIEVED IN ¥ WITH HIS WHOLE HEART. AS HE TOLD ME MANY TIMES, "WHEN PEACE
COMES TO THE MIDDLE EAST THE WORLD WILL THEN BE ABLE TO APPRECIATE THE BEAUTY
OF OUR TRADITIONS NOT ONLY ON AN INDIVIDUAL LEVEL BUT ALSO ON A NATIONAL LEVEL.#*
WE TRUL?iERN SERVE AS A LIGHT UNTO THE NATIONS." LET US ALL HOPE AND PRAY THAT
PEACE WILL TRULY COME SOON IN«;:ingDDLE EAST Aﬁg THAT TRULY RAV KOOK'S VISION

Comouney |
AND THE VISION OF THOSE LIKE HARRY FREEDMAN CAN BE REALIZED IN OUR DAY. AMEN.




0 LORD MASIER OF THE UNIVERSE, RULER OF THE DESTINIES OF MANKIND WHO HAS SINGLED
OUT THE JEWISH PEOPLE TO BE THY INSTRUMENT IN BRINGING PERFECTION TO THE WORLD,
GRANT THAT WE WILL ALWAYS ALL OF US REALIZE THAT WE, BECAUSE WE HAVE BEEN SINGLED
OUT, HAVE A SPECTAL ROLE 7O PLAY IN THE WORLD AND, THEREFORE, MUST LIVE OUR LIVES
BASED ON HIGHER STANDARDS. NOT ONLY ARE WE JUDGED BY THEE BY A HIGHER STANDARD,
BUT ALSO BY THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD. GRANT THAT NONE OF US WILL EVER APPLAUD
THOSE AMONG US WHO STOOP TO IMMORAL MEANS, SUCH AS SHOOTING INNOCENT PEOPLE WHICH
HAVE BEEN USED SINCE TIME IMMEMORIAL BY OTHER PEOPLES TO ACHIEVE THEIR GOALS.
GRANT, O LORD, THAT WE WILL ALWAYS REALIZE THAT WE CANNOT ACT LIKE OTHER PEOPLES.
GRANT, 0 LORD, THAT WE WILL ALWAYS RECOGNIZE THE FACT THAT OUR HISTORICAL ROLE
DICTATES THAT WE MAINTAIN OUR CUSTOMS AND TRADITIONS OTHERWISE WE WILL ASSIMILATE
AND NOT BE ABLE TO PLAY OUR PROPER ROLE IN THE REDEMPTION OF MANKIND. GRANT, O
LORD, THAT WE WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER THAT IT IS BECAUSE OF THE ENLIGHTENED LEADERSHIP
THAT WE HAVE HAD THROUGHOUT THE GENERATIONS THAT THE JEWISH PEOPLE BY AND LARGE
WITH, OR COURSE, EXCEPTIONS HAVE BEEN ABLE TO MAINTAIN HIGHER STANDARDS OF MORAL
CONDUCT. O LORD, WE ARE TRULY GRATEFUL THAT HARRY FREEDMAN WAS A LEADER IN OUR
CONGREGATION AND COMMUNITY BECAUSE HE ALWAYS LIVED BY HIGHER STANDARDS. HE HELPED
EVERYONE, JEW, NON-JEW, BLACK A% WHITE, RED ORDBROWN. HE WAS A CARING, CONCERNED
HUMAN BEING. HE ALWAYS REALIZED THAT THE TRADITIONS OF OUR PEOPLE NURTURED HIS
SOUL AND ALLOWED HIM TO GO BEYOND THE NORMAL RULES OF SOCIETY AND LIVE ON A HIGHER
MORAL LEVEL. WITHOUT HIM OUR SYNAGOGUE WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN ABLE TO HAVE BEEN BUILT
HERE. THE HEBREW ACADEMY COULD NOT HAVE GROWN AND THRIVED THE WAY IT HAS AND SO
MANY PEOPLE'S LIVES WOULD HAVE BEEN SO MUCH POORER WITHOUT HIS SMILE, GENEROSITY,
AND ENCOURAGEMENT. AS WE HEAR OUR SPEAKER TONIGHT, THE DISTINGUISHED AUTHOR, RABBI
BEREL WEIN, LET US TRULY RECOGNIZE THE FACT THAT THE JEWISH ROLE IN HISTORY HAS
BEEN TREMENDOUS. WE HAVE GIVEN SO MUCH TO THE WORLD, BUT THIS IS ONLY BECAUSE

WE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO LIVE BY HIGHER STANDARDS. LET US ALL HOPE AND PRAY THATVWE
WILL CONTINUE TO DO SO AND THAT BY WORKING TOGETHER TO ACHIEVE THESE HIGHER STANDARDS

WE WILL BE DRAWN CLOSER TO EACH OTHER AND, THUS, TO THEE. AMEN.




0 LORD MASTER OF THE UNIVERSE, RULER OF THE DESTINIES OF MANKIND WHO HAS SINGLED
OUT THE JEWISH PECPLE TO BE THY INSTRUMENT IN BRINGING PERFECTION TO THE WORLD,
GRANT THAT WE WILL ALWAYS ALL OF US REALIZE THAT WE, BECAUSE WE HAVE BEEN SINGLED
OUT, HAVE A SPECIAL ROLE TO PLAY IN THE WORLD AND, THEREFORE, MUST LIVE OUR LIVES
BASED ON HIGHER STANDARDS. NOT ONLY ARE WE JUDGED BY THEE BY A HIGHER STANDARD,
BUT ALSO BY THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD. GRANT THAT NONE OF US WILL EVER APPLAUD
THOSE: AMONG US WHO STOGP TO IMMORAL MEANS, SUCH AS SHOOTING INNOCENT PEOPLE WHICH
HAVE BEEN USED SINCE TIME IMMEMORIAL BY OTHER PEOPLES TO ACHIEVE THEIR GBALS.
GRANT, O LORD, THAT WE WILL ALWAYS REALIZE THAT WE CANNOT ACT LIKE OTHER PEOPLES.
GRANT, O LORD, THAT WE WILL ALWAYS RECOGNIZE THE FACT THAT OUR HISTORICAL ROLE
DICTATES THAT WE MAINTAIN OUR CUSTOMS AND TRADITIONS OTHERWISE WE WILL ASSIMILATE
AND NOT BE ABLE TO PLAY OUR PROPER ROLE IN THE REDEMPTION OF MANKIND. GRANT, O
LORD, THAT WE WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER THAT IT IS BECAUSE OF THE ENLIGHTENED LEADERSHIP
THAT WE HAVE HAD THROUGHOUT THE GENERATIONS THAT THE JEWISH PEOPLE BY AND LARGE
WITH, OR COURSE, EXCEPTIONS HAVE BEEN ABLE TO MAINTAIN HIGHER STANDARDS OF MORAL
CONDUCT. O LORD, WE ARE TRULY GRATEFUL THAT HARRY FREEDMAN WAS A LEADER IN OUR
CONGREGATION AND COMMUNITY BECAUSE HE ALWAYS LIVED BY HIGHER STANDARDS. HE HELPED
EVERYONE, JEW, NON-JEW, BLACK AEB¢ WHITE, RED ORUBROWN. HE WAS A CARING, CONCERNED
HUMAN BEING. HE ALWAYS REALIZED THAT THE TRADITIONS OF OWR PEOPLE NURTURED HIS
SOUL AND ALLOWED HIM TO GO BEYOND THE NORMAL RULES OF SOCIETY AND LIVE ON A HIGHER
MORAL LEVEL. WITHOUT HIM OUR SYNAGOGUE WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN ABLE TO HAVE BEEN BUILT
HERE. THE HEBREW ACADEMY COULD NOT HAVE GROWN AND THRIVED THE WAY IT HAS AND SO
MANY PEOPLE'S LIVES WOULD HAVE BEEN SO MUCH POORER WITHOUT HIS SMILE,. BENEROSITY,
AND ENCOURAGEMENT. AS WE HEAR OUR SPEAKER TONIGHT, THE DISTINGUISHED AUTHOR, RABBI
BEREL WEIN, LET US TRULY RECOGNIZE THE FACT THAT THE JEWISH ROLE IN HISTORY HAS
BEEN TREMENDQOUS. WE HAVE GIVEN SO MUCH TO THE WORLD, BUT THIS IS ONLY BECAUSE

WE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO LIVE BY HIGHER STANDARDS. LET US ALL HOPE AND PRAY THAT WE
WILL CONTINUE TO DO SO AND THAT BY WORKING TOGETHER TO ACHIEVE THESE HIGHER STANDARDS
WE WILL BE DRAWN CLOSER TO EACH OTHER AND, THUS, TO THEE. AMEN.




0 LORD, MASTER OF THE UNIVERSE, RULER OF THE DESTINIES OF ALL MANKIND, WHO HAS CHOSEN
THE JEWISH PEOPLE TO-BE THY INSTRUMENT IN BRINGING THE IDEAS OF BROTHERHOOD, LOVE,
COMPASSION, AND PEACE INTO THE WORLD SO THAT REDEMPTION CAN COME, GRANT THAT AS

WE GATHER TOGETHER AT THIS HARRY FREEDMAN MEMORIAL LECTURE THAT WE WILL ALL PAUSE

A MOMENT TO REFLECT UPON THE LEGACY THAT WAS LEFT BEHIND TO US ALL BY THAT SCHOLARLY,
KIND, COMPASSIONATE, CHARITABLE PAST PRESIDENT OF OUR CONGREGATION, HARRY FREEDMAN.

HE EMBODIED IN HIS LIFE AND ACTIONS THE VERY ESSENCE OF OUR RELIGIQUS TEACHINGS.

HE WAS A DEVOTED FAMILY MAN WHOSE LOVE FOR HIS WIFE, MOLLIE, FOR HIS CHILDREN, AND

FOR HIS GRANDCHILDREN AND FOR THE TEACHINGS OF OUR FAITH WAS AN INSPIRATION TO US

ALL. IT IS ONLY FITTING THAT THE FIRST OF THE LECTURES OF THIS YEAR'S HARRY FREEDMAN
MEMORIAL LECTURES SHOULD BE GIVEN BY A MAN, RABBI HANOCH TELLER, WHOSE STORIES ARE

SO FILLED WITH LOVE OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE AND LOVE OF THE JEWISH RELIGION. HIS POIGNANT
STORTES ARE NOT ONLY A PLEASURE TO READ BUT THEY MAKE YOU FEEL GOOD BEING A JEW.

HARRY ALSO ALWAYS MADE EVERYONE FEEL GOOD ABOUT BEING A JEW. HE, TOO, LIKED 10

TELL STORIES AND HIS STORIES, LIKE RABBI HANOCH TELLER'S, ALSO HAD A POINT; SOMETIMES
IT WAS HARD TO TELL AT THE BEGINNING WHAT EXACTLY THE POINT WAS BUT BY THE END OF

THE STORY YOU KNEW WHAT HARRY MEANT, AND WHEN WE ALL READ RABBI TELLER'S STORIES

BY THE END OF THE STORY WE ALL KNOW WHAT HE MEANS, TOO. HE MEANS TO REINFORCE OUR
JEWISH VALUES AND ALLOW US TO BE BETTER PEOPLE. . AS THE CHASSIDIM USED TO SAY, "WE
LEARN A LOT FROM TEXT BUT WE ALSO CAN LEARN FROM STORIES AND MUSIC, T0O." THE STORIES
THAT T AM SURE YOU ARE GOING TO HEAR TONIGHT WILL NOT ONLY MAKE YOU FEEL GOOD, THEY
WILL ALSO INSPIRE YOU TO BE A BETTER HUMAN BEING. MAY WE, O LORD, ALWAYS BE~PROUD

OF OUR JEWISH HERITAGE, AND MAY WE ALWAYS FEEL GOOD BEING A JEW, AND MAY WE, BECASUE
WE KNOW THE IMPORTANCE OF OUR JUDAISM, LIVE EVER FULLER AND BETTER JEWISH LIVES

SO THE MASHIACH MAY COME IN OUR DAY. AMEN.




0 LORD, MASTER OF THE UNIVERSE, RULER OF THE DESTINIES OF ALL MANKIND, WHO HAS CHOSEN
THE JEWISH PEOPLE TO-BE THY INSTRUMENT IN BRINGING THE IDEAS OF BROTHERHOOD, LOVE,
COMPASSION, AND PEACE INTO THE WORLD SO THAT REDEMPTION CAN COME, GRANT THAT AS

WE GATHER TOGETHER AT THIS HARRY FREEDMAN MEMORIAL LECTURE THAT WE WILL ALL PAUSE

A MOMENT TO REFLECT UPON THE LEGACY THAT WAS LEFT BEHIND TO US ALL BY THAT SCHOLARLY,
KIND, COMPASSIONATE, CHARITABLE PAST PRESIDENT OF OUR CONGREGATION, HARRY FREEDMAN.

HE EMBODIED IN HIS LIFE AND ACTIONS THE VERY ESSENCE OF OUR RELIGIOUS TEACHINGS.

HE WAS A DEVOTED FAMILY MAN WHOSE LOVE FOR HIS WIFE, MOLLIE, FOR HIS CHILDREN, AND

FOR HIS GRANDCHILDREN AND FOR THE TEACHINGS OF OUR FAITH WAS AN INSPIRATION TO US

ALL. IT IS ONLY FITTING THAT THE FIRST OF THE LECTURES OF THIS YEAR'S HARRY FREEDMAN
MEMORIAL LECTURES SHOULD BE GIVEN BY A MAN, RABBI HANOCH TELLER, WHOSE STORIES ARE

SO FILLED WITH LOVE OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE AND LOVE OF THE JEWISH RELIGION. HIS POIGNANT
STORIES ARE NOT ONLY A PLEASURE TO READ BUT THEY MAKE YOU FEEL GOOD BEING A JEW.

HARRY ALSO ALWAYS MADE EVERYONE FEEL GOOD ABOUT BEING A JEW. HE, T0O, LIKED TO

TELL STORIES AND HIS STORIES, LIKE RABBI HANOCH TELLER'S, ALSO HAD A POINT. SOMETIMES
IT WAS HARD TO TELL AT THE BEGINNING WHAT EXACTLY THE POINT WAS BUT BY THE END OF

THE STORY YOU KNEW WHAT HARRY MEANT, AND WHEN WE ALL READ RABBI TELLER'S STORIES

BY THE END OF THE STORY WE ALL KNOW WHAT HE MEANS, TOO. HE MEANS TO REINFORCE OUR
JEWISH VALUES AND ALLOW US TO BE BETTER PEOPLE. AS THE CHASSIDIM USED 10 SAY, "WE
LEARN A LOT FROM TEXT BUT WE ALSO CAN LEARN FROM STORIES AND MUSIC, T0O." THE STORIES
THAT T AM SURE YOU ARE GOING TO HEAR TONIGHT WILL NOT ONLY MAKE YOU FEEL GOOD, THEY
WILL ALSO INSPIRE YOU TO BE A BETTER HUMAN BEING. MAY WE, O LORD, ALWAYS BE PROUD

OF OUR JEWISH HERITAGE, AND MAY WE ALWAYS FEEL GOOD BEING A JEW, AND MAY WE, BECASUE
WE KNOW THE IMPORTANCE OF OUR JUDAISM, LIVE EVER FULLER AND BETTER JEWISH LIVES

SO THE MASHIACH MAY COME IN OUR DAY. AMEN.




0 LORD, MASTER OF THE UNIVERSE, RULER OF THE DESTINIES OF ALL MANKIND, WHO HAS CHOSEN
THE JEWISH PEOPLE TO-BE THY INSTRUMENT IN BRINGING THE IDEAS OF BROTHERHOOD, LOVE,
COMPASSION, AND PEACE INTO THE WORLD SO THAT REDEMPTION CAN COME, GRANT THAT AS

WE GATHER TOGETHER AT THIS HARRY FREEDMAN MEMORIAL LECTURE THAT WE WILL ALL PAUSE

A MOMENT TO REFLECT UPON THE LEGACY THAT WAS LEFT BEHIND TO US ALL BY THAT SCHOLARLY,
KIND, COMPASSIONATE, CHARITABLE PAST PRESIDENT OF OUR CONGREGATION, HARRY FREEDMAN.

HE EMBODIED IN HIS LIFE AND ACTIONS THE VERY ESSENCE OF OUR RELIGIOUS TEACHINGS.

HE WAS A DEVOTED FAMILY MAN WHOSE LOVE FOR HIS WIFE, MOLLIE, FOR HIS CHILDREN, AND
FOR HIS GRANDCHILDREN AND FOR THE TEACHINGS OF OUR FAITH WAS AN INSPIRATION TO US

ALL. IT IS ONLY FITTING THAT THE FIRST OF THE LECTURES OF THIS YEAR'S HARRY FREEDMAN
MEMORIAL LECTURES SHOULD BE GIVEN BY A MAN, RABBI HANOCH TELLER, WHOSE STORIES ARE

SO FILLED WITH LOVE OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE AND LOVE OF THE JEWISH RELIGION. HIS POIGNANT
STORTES ARE NOT ONLY A PLEASURE TO READ BUT THEY MAKE YOU FEEL GOOD BEING A JEW.

HARRY ALSO ALWAYS MADE EVERYONE FEEL GOOD ABOUT BEING A JEW. HE, TOD, LIKED TO

TELL STORIES AND HIS STORIES, LIKE RABBI HANOCH TELLER'S, ALSO HAD A POINT. SOMETIMES
IT WAS HARD TO TELL AT THE BEGINNING WHAT EXACTLY THE POINT WAS BUT BY THE END OF

THE STORY YOU KNEW WHAT HARRY MEANT, AND WHEN WE ALL READ RABBI TELLER'S STORIES

BY THE END OF THE STORY WE ALL KNOW WHAT HE MEANS, TOD. HE MEANS TO REINFORCE OUR
JEWISH VALUES AND ALLOW US TO BE BETTER PEOPLE. . AS THE CHASSIDIM USED TO SAY, "WE
LEARN A LOT FROM TEXT BUT WE ALSO CAN LEARN FROM STORIES AND MUSIC, T00." THE STORIES
THAT T AM SURE YOU ARE GOING TO HEAR TONIGHT WILL NOT ONLY MAKE YOU FEEL GOOD, THEY
WILL ALSO INSPIRE YOU TO BE A BETTER HUMAN BEING. MAY WE, O LORD, ALWAYS BE PROUD

OF OUR JEWISH HERITAGE, AND MAY WE ALWAYS FEEL GOOD BEING A JEW, AND MAY WE, BECASUL
WE KNOW THE IMPORTANCE OF OUR JUDAISM, LIVE EVER FULLER AND BETTER JEWISH LIVES

SO THE MASHIACH MAY COME IN OUR DAY. AMEN.




0 LORD, MASTER OF THE UNIVERSE, RULER OF THE DESTINIES OF ALL MANKIND, WHO HAS

CHOSEN THE JEWISH PEOPLE TO BE THY INSTRUMENT IN BRINGING THE IDEAS OF BROTERHOOD,
LOVE, COMPASSION, AND PEACE INTO THE WORLD SO THAT REDEMPTION CAN COME, GRANT THAT

AS WE GATHER TOGETHER AT THIS HARRY FREEDMAN MEMORIAL LECTURE THAT WE WILL ALL

PAUSE A MOMENT TO REFLECT UPON THE LEGACY THAT WAS LEFT BEHIND TO US ALL BY THAT
SCHOLARLY, KIND, COMPASSIONATE, CHARITABLE PAST PRESIDENT OF OUR CONGREGATION,

HARRY FREEDMAN. HE EMBODIED IN HIS LIFE AND ACTIONS THE VERY ESSENCE OF OUR RELIGIOUS
TEACHINGS. HE WAS A DEVOTED FAMILY MAN WHOSE LOVE FOR HIS WIFE, MOLLIE, FOR HIS
CHILDREN AND FOR HIS GRANDCHILDREN AND FOR THE TEACHINGS OF OUR FAITH WAS AN INSPIRATION
TO US ALL. HARRY LOVED BEING JEWISH. TO HIM IT WAS A GREAT PRIVILEGE. ALTHOUGH
THERE IS A FAMOUS YIDDISH EXPRESSION WHICH SAYS, "SHVAIR TZU AZYIN A YID - IT'S

HARD TO BE A JEW", HARRY KNEW IT IS HARDER TO BE ANYTHING ELSE. IT IS TRUE THAT
THROUGHOUT THE AGES WE JEWISH PEOPLE HAVE BEEN PERSECUTED AND HOUNDED BECAUSE OF

OUR FAITH AND THAT EXTERNAL CONDITIONS HAVE BEEN MADE DIFFICULT FOR US, BUT HARRY
KNEW, AS ALL BELTEVING JEWS KNOW, THAT THE GREAT INNER JOY THAT WE GET FROM PRACTICING
OUR RELIGION MORE THAN COMPENSATES FOR ANY OUTWARD PERSECUTION. JUDAISM OPENS

UP SO MANY DIFFERENT LEVELS OF MEANING IN LIFE FOR EACH OF US. IT CONNECTS US

TO NOT ONLY G-D BUT ALSO TO OUR FELLOW HUMAN BEINGS. IT DEEPENS,AND STRENGTHENS

OUR FAMILY LIFE. IT SHOWS FOR US THE ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES THAT EXIST FOR OUR

OWN SPIRITUAL GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT AND ALLOWS US TO DEVELOP OUR TALENTS IN A

MORAL WAY SO THAT QEﬁQRING JOY NOT ONLY TO OURSELVES BUT ALSO TO OUR FAMILY AND "0
OUR COMMUNITY AND ULTIMATELY TO THE WORLD. HARRY WOULD HAVE BEEN VERY PLEASED

TO KNOW THAT OTHERS ALSO ORIGINALLY OUTSIDE THE JEWISH PEOPLE ALSO:%£5 THE GREAT
BEAUTY AND SPIRITUAL POTENTIAL OF JUDAISM. HE WOULD HAVE BEEN PLEASED TO KNOW

THAT A LECTURE TONIGHT IS BEING GIVEN BY A MAN WHO WAS DRAWN TO THE RICH SPIRITUAL
TREASURES OF JUDAISM BY ITS HUMANE, LOVING, FAMILY EENTERED TRADITIONS. JOHN SCALAMONTT,
A FORMER PRIEST, DISCOVERED NOT ONLY THE TRUTHS OF JUDAISM BUT ALSO ITS INNER JOY

AND DEPTH. FROM THE BEGINNING OF JEWISH HISTORY IT SOMETIMES TAKES A NON-JEW WHO

BECOMES A JEW TO MAKE JEWS REALIZE THE GREATNESS, THE UNIQUENESS, AND THE GREAT
JOY THAT OUR RELIGION CAN BRING TO MANKIND. YISRO, OR JETHRO, MOSHE'S FATHER-IN-LAW,




WAS SUCH A MAN. WE ALL KNOW THAT ONKELUS, RABBI AKIVA, AND RABBI MEIR WERE EITHER
CONVERTS OR DESCENDANTS (OF CONVERTS. THEY ADDED SO MUCH TO JUDAISM. MAY WE, O
LORD, ALSO BE INSPIRED TONIGHT LIKE THE JEWS OF OLD WERE TO RENEW OUR COMMITMENT
TO OUR FAITH AND TO SEE EVEN MDREdgaéSIBILITIES IN IT OF CONNECTING WITH JHEE AND
OF SERVING OUR FELLOW MAN BECAUSE OF THE TALK OF JOHN SCALAMONTI TDDAY.ﬁ MﬁY WE
ALL, BY COMING TOGETHER TO HEAR JOHN SCALAMONTI, BE DRAWN CLOSER TO THEE AND THY
TEACHINGS AND, THUS, TO EACH OTHER SO THE MASHIACH MAY COME QUICKLY IN QOUR DAY.

AMEN.




0 LORD, MASTER OF THE UNIVERSE, RULER OF THE DESTINIES OF ALL MANKIND, WHO HAS
‘UREATED EACH OF US DIFFERENT, WHO HAS ALLOWED EACH OF US TO SEE THE WORLD THROUGH
DIFFERENT EYES AND DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES, GRANT THAT AS WE GATHER TOGETHER AT
THIS HARRY FREEDMAN MEMORTAL LECTURE THAT WE WILL ALL REALIZE THAT G-D DOES NOT é
WANT UNIFORMITY FROM US, THAT G-D WANTS US TO EACH T?lNK FOR HIM OR HERSELF et
Tie® WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF TORAH MURALITY,n‘TﬁaiTHIN THIS FRAMEWORK THERE
IS MUCH ROOM FOR INDIVIDUAL EXPRESSION AND OPINION. GRANT THAT WE WILL ALWAYS
REMEMBER THE LEGACY OF HARRY FREEDMAN, THAT GENTLE, SCHOLARLY, KIND, COMPASSIONATE
PAST PRESIDENT OF OUR CONGREGATION. HE TRULY UNDERSTOOD WHAT IT MEANT TO RESPECT
OTHER PEOPLE'S OPINIONS. HE WAS A DEVOTED FAMILY MAN WHOSE LOVE FOR HIS WIFE,
MOLLIE, FOR HIS CHILDREN AND FOR HIS GRANDCHILDREN AND ESPECIALLY FOR THE TEACHINGS

IN QUA Relagien

OF mOLERANCE WAS AN INSPIRATION TO US ALL. WE ALL KNOW THAT IN OUR TRADITION
WA THE QUESTION IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN THE ANSWER, AND THAT THROUGHOUT OUR
RELIGIOUS LITERATURE WE HAVE ALWAYS ENTERTAINED DIFFERING OPINIONS AND TQ THIS
VERY DAY WéjgszY THESE DIFFERING OPINIONS E£VEN THOUGH THE HALACHA DOES NOT hﬂ#&IFZiHAJ
THEM. EVERY SITUATION IS DIFFERENT AND EVERY SITUATION DEMANDS A SPECIAL ANSWER.
EACH OF US COME FROM SPECIAL SITUATIONS AND FACH OF US MUST REALIZE THAT OUR-
VIEWS, TO A LARGE MEASURE, REFLECT OUR OWN EXPERIENCES AND THAT THEY ARE NOT
THE TOTAL TRUTH. THE RABBIS KNEW THAT IN THE PURSUIT OF TRUTH DIFFERING OPINIONS
WERE NECESSARY IF FOR ONLY TO CLARIFY JOUR OWN OPINIONS AND TO DETERMINE WHAT
THERE LIMITATIONS WERE AND ARE. TONIGHT WE ARE FORTUNATE TO HAVE DR. TALYA FISHMAN
SPEAK TO US ON TOLERATED DISSENT IN RABBINIC CULTURE. THIS IS INDEED AN IMPORTANT
TOPIC ESPECIALLY WHEN MANY PEOPLE, ESPECIALLY THOSE WHO HAVE ONLY RECENTLY RETURNED
TO JUDAISM, FIND IT HARD TO BELIEVE THAT JUDAISM TOLERATES DISSENT ON MANY TOPICS.
BELIEVE IN A PERSONAL ALL-POWERFUL G-D WHO HAS GIVEN US THE TORAH AND WHO HAS
CHOSEN THE JEWISH PEOPLE TO HELP HIM REDEEM THE WORLD IS THE BEDROCK UPON WHICH
JUDATSM RESTS, BUT ALMOST ALL ELSE IS OPEN TO DISCUSSION IN THE TALMUD AND IN
ALL RABBINIC SOURGES. AS WE LISTEN TU.DR. TALYA FISHMAN LET US ALSO REMEMBER

HOW HARRY FREEDMAN PUT THESE PRINCIPLES IN PRACTICE, HOW HE KNEW HOW TO DISAGREE

WITHOUT BEING DISAGREEABLE, HOW HE KNEW HOW TO LOVE EVEN THOSE WHO DISAGREED

[



_WITH HIM VEHEMENTLY. LET US ALL HOPE AND PRAY THAT WE WILL ALWAYS STRIVE TO
HAVE SUCH A COMMUNITY IN HOUSTON WHERE WITHIN TORAH MORALITY JEWS CAN DISAGREE

WITHOUT BEING DISAGREEABLE. AMEN.




‘0 LORD, MASTER OF THE UNIVERSE, RULER OF THE DESTINIES OF ALL MANKIND, WHO HAS
CREATED EACH OF US DIFFERENT, WHO HAS ALLOWED EACH OF US TO SEE THE WORLD THROUGH
DIFFERENT EYES AND DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES, GRANT THAT AS WE GATHER TOGETHER AT
THIS HARRY FREEDMAN MEMORIAL LECTURE THAT WE WILL ALL REALIZE THAT G-D DOES NOT
WANT UNIFORMITY FROM US, THAT G-D WANTS US TO EACH TEENK FOR HIM OR HERSELF Adsteees
Tiwme®| WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF TORAH MURALITY,ﬂ JﬁhWITHIN THIS FRAMEWORK THERE
IS MUCH ROOM FOR INDIVIDUAL EXPRESSION AND OPINION. GRANT THAT WE WILL ALWAYS
REMEMBER THE LEGACY OF HARRY FREEDMAN, THAT GENTLE, SCHOLARLY, KIND, COMPASSIONATE
PAST PRESIDENT OF OUR CONGREGATION. HE TRULY UNDERSTOOD WHAT IT MEANT TO RESPECT
OTHER PEOPLE'S OPINIONS. HE WAS A DEVOTED FAMILY MAN WHOSE LOVE FOR HIS WIFE,
MOLLIE, FOR HIS CHILDREN AND FOR HIS GRANDCHILDREN AND ESPECIALLY FOR THE TEACHINGS
IN QUA Reluéron
OF TOLERANCE WAS AN INSPIRATION TO US ALL. WE ALL KNOW THAT IN OUR TRADITION
WY THE QUESTION IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN THE ANSWER, AND THAT THROUGHOUT OUR

RELIGIOUS LITERATURE WE HAVE ALWAYS ENTERTAINED DIFFERING OPINIONS AND TO THIS
STl

VERY DAY WE STUDY THESE DIFFERING OPINIONS EVEN THOUGH THE HALACHA DOES NOT h!ﬁE‘:;"k&]

THEM. EVERY SITUATION IS DIFFERENT AND EVERY SITUATION DEMANDS A SPECIAL ANSWER.
EACH OF US COME FROM SPECIAL SITUATIONS AND EACH OF US MUST REALIZE THAT OUR

VIEWS, TO A LARGE MEASURE, REFLECT OUR OWN EXPERIENOES AND THAT THEY ARE NOT

THE TOTAL TRUTH. THE RABBIS KNEW THAT IN THE PURSUIT OF TRUTH DIFFERING OPINIONS
WERE NECESSARY IF FOR ONLY TO CLARIFY JOUR OWN OPINIONS AND TO DETERMINE WHAT

THERE LIMITATIONS WERE AND ARE. TONIGHT WE ARE FORTUNATE TO HAVE DR. TALYA FISHMAN
SPEAK TO US ON TOLERATED DISSENT IN RABBINIC CULTURE. THIS IS INDEED AN IMPORTANT
TOPIC ESPECIALLY WHEN MANY PEOPLE, ESPECIALLY THOSE WHO HAVE ONLY RECENTLY RETURNED
T0 JUDAISM, FIND IT HARD TO BELIEVE THAT JUDAISM TOLERATES DISSENT ON MANY TOPIOCS.
BELTEVE IN A PERSONAL ALL-POWERFUL G-D WHO HAS GIVEN US THE TORAH AND WHO HAS
CHOSEN THE JEWISH PEOPLE TO HELP HIM REDEEM THE WORLD IS THE BEDROCK UPON WHICH
JUDAISM RESTS, BUT ALMOST ALL ELSE IS OPEN TO DISCUSSION IN THE TALMUD AND IN

ALL RABBINIC SOURCES. AS WE LISTEN TO DR. TALYA FISHMAN LET US ALSO REMEMBER

HOW HARRY FREEDMAN PUT THESE PRINCIPLES IN PRACTICE, HOW HE KNEW HOW TO DISAGREE

WITHOUT BEING DISAGREEABLE, HOW HE KNEW HOW TO LOVE EVEN THOSE WHO DISAGREED




WITH HIM VEHEMENTLY. LET US ALL HOPE AND PRAY THAT WE WILL ALWAYS STRIVE TO
HAVE SUCH A GOMMUNITY IN HOUSTON WHERE WITHIN TORAH MORALITY JEWS CAN DISAGREE

WITHOUT BEING DISAGREEABLE. AMEN.




0 LORD, MASTER OF THE UNIVERSE, RULER OF THE DESTINIES OF ALL MANKIND, WHO HAS

CREATED EACH OF US DIFFERENT, WHO HAS ALLOWED EACH OF US TO SEE THE WORLD THROUGH

DIFFERENT EYES AND DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES, GRANT THAT AS WE GATHER TOGETHER AT

THIS HARRY FREEDMAN MEMORIAL LECTURE THAT WE WILL ALL REALIZE THAT G-D DOES NOT

WANT UNIFORMITY FROM US, THAT G-D WANTS US TO EACH THINK FOR HIM OR HERSELF A

Ty WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF TORAH MORALITY, ggﬁ WITHIN THIS FRAMEWORK THERE

1S MUCH ROOM FOR INDIVIDUAL EXPRESSION AND OPINION. GRANT THAT WE WILL ALWAYS

REMEMBER THE LEGACY OF HARRY FREEDMAN, THAT GENTLE; SCHOLARLY, KINb, COMPASSIONATE

PAST PRESIDENT OF OUR CONGREGATION. HE TRULY UNDERSTOOD WHAT IT MEANT TO RESPECT

OTHER PEOPLE'S OPINIONS. HE WAS A DEVOTED FAMILY MAN WHOSE LOVE FOR HIS WIFE,

MOLLIE, FOR HIS CHILDREN AND FOR HIS GRANDCHILDREN AND ESPECIALLY FOR THE TEACHINGS
IN OUR Reliéien

OF TOLERANCE WAS AN INSPIRATION TO US ALL. WE ALL KNOW THAT IN OUR TRADITION

BRY THE QUESTION IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN THE ANSWER, AND THAT THROUGHOUT OUR

RELIGIOUS LITERATURE WE HAVE ALWAYS ENTERTAINED DIFFERING OPINIONS AND TO THIS

VERY DAY WéygibDY THESE DIFFERING OPINIONS EVEN THOUGH THE HALACHA DOES NOT HEKE‘:;“L&]

THEM. EVERY SITUATION IS DIFFERENT AND EVERY SITUATION DEMANDS A SPECIAL ANSWER.

EACH OF US COME FROM SPECIAL SITUATIONS AND EACH OF US MUST REALIZE THAT OUR

VIEWS, TO A LARGE MEASURE, REFEECT OUR OWN EXPERIENCES AND THAT THEY ARE NOT

THE TOTAL TRUTH. THE RABBIS KNEW THAT IN THE PURSUIT OF TRUTH DIFFERING OPINIONS

WERE NECESSARY IF FOR ONLY 70 CLARIFY JOUR OWN OPINIONS AND TO DETERMINE WHAT

THERE LIMITATIONS WERE AND ARE. TONIGHT WE ARE FORTUNATE TO HAVE DR. TALYA FISHMAN

SPEAK TO US ON TOLERATED DISSENT IN RABBINIC CULTURE. THIS IS INDEED AN IMPORTANT

TOPIC ESPECIALLY WHEN MANY PEOPLE, ESPECIALLY THOSE WHO HAVE ONLY RECENTLY RETURNED

T0 JUDAISM, FIND IT HARD TO BELIEVE THAT JUDAISM TOLERATES DISSENT ON MANY TOPICS.

BELIEVE IN A PERSONAL ALL-POWERFUL G-D WHO HAS GIVEN US THE TORAH AND WHO HAS

CHOSEN THE JEWISH PEOPLE TO HELP HIM REDEEM THE WORLD IS THE BEDROCK UPON WHICH

JUDAISM RESTS, BUT ALMOST ALL ELSE IS OPEN TO DISCUSSION IN THE TALMUD AND IN

‘ALL RABBINIC SOURCES. AS WE LISTEN TO DR. TALYA FISHMAN LET US ALSO REMEMBER

HOW HARRY FREEDMAN PUT THESE PRINCIPLES IN PRACTICE, HOW HE KNEW HOW TO DISAGREE

WITHOUT BEING DISAGREEABLE, HOW HE KNEW HOW TO LOVE EVEN THOSE WHO DISAGREED




WITH HIM VEHEMENTLY. LET US ALL HOPE AND PRAY THAT WE WILL ALWAYS STRIVE TO
HAVE SUCH A COMMUNITY IN HOUSTON WHERE WITHIN TORAH MORALITY JEWS GAN DISAGRELE

WITHOUT BEING DISAGREEABLE. AMEN.




0 LORD, MASTER OF THE UNIVERSE, RULER OF THE DESTINIES OF ALL MANKIND, WHO HAS

CREATED EACH OF US DIFFERENT, WHO HAS ALLOWED EACH OF US TO SEE THE WORLD THROUGH

DIFFERENT EYES AND DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES, GRANT THAT AS WE GATHER TOGETHER AT

THIS HARRY FREEDMAN MEMORTAL LECTURE THAT WE WILL ALL REALIZE THAT G-D DOES NOT

WANT UNIFORMITY FROM US, THAT G-D WANTS US TO EACH THINK FOR HIM OR HERSELF A

T WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF TORAH MORALITY, & WITHIN THIS FRAMEWORK THERE

IS MUCH ROOM FOR INDIVIDUAL EXPRESSION AND OPINION. GRANT THAT WE WILL ALWAYS

REMEMBER THE LEGACY OF HARRY FREEDMAN, THAT GENTLE, SCHOLARLY, KIND, COMPASSIONATE

PAST PRESIDENT OF OUR CONGREGATION. HE TRULY UNDERSTOOD WHAT IT MEANT TO RESPECT

OTHER PEOPLE'S OPINIONS. HE WAS A DEVOTED FAMILY MAN WHOSE LOVE FOR HIS WIFE,

MOLLIE, FUR HIS CHILDREN AND FOR HIS GRANDCHILDREN AND ESPECIALLY FOR THE TEACHINGS
N OUR Relugion

OF mOLERANCE WAS AN INSPIRATION TO US ALL. WE ALL KNOW THAT IN OUR TRADITION

MRRY THE QUESTION IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN THE ANSWER, AND THAT THROUGHOUT OUR

RELIGIOUS LITERATURE WE HAVE ALWAYS ENTERTAINED DIFFERING OPINIONS AND TO THIS

VERY DAY WE321LDY THESE DIFFERING OPINIONS EVEN THOUGH THE HALACHA DOES NOT HﬂﬂZFZ“bL)

THEM. EVERY SITUATION IS DIFFERENT AND EVERY SITUATION DEMANDS A SPECIAL ANSWER.

EACH OF US COME FROM SPECTAL SITUATIONS AND EACH OF US MUST REALIZE THAT OUR

VIEWS, TO A LARGE MEASURE, REFEECT OUR OWN EXPERIENCES AND THAT THEY ARE NOT

THE TOTAL TRUTH. THE RABBIS KNEW THAT IN THE PURSUIT OF TRUTH DIFFERING OPINIONS

WERE NECESSARY IF FOR ONLY TO CLARIFY JOUR OWN OPINIONS AND TO DETERMINE WHAT

THERE LIMITATIONS WERE AND ARE. TONIGHT WE ARE FORTUNATE TO HAVE DR. TALYA FISHMAN

SPEAK TO US ON TOLERATED DISSENT IN RABBINIC CULTURE. THIS IS INDEED AN IMPORTANT

TOPIC ESPECIALLY WHEN MANY PEOPLE, ESPECIALLY THOSE WHO HAVE ONLY RECENTLY RETURNED

TO JUDAISM, FIND IT HARD TO BELIEVE THAT JUDAISM TOLERATES DISSENT ON MANY TOPICS.

BELIEVE IN A PERSONAL ALL-POWERFUL G-D WHO HAS GIVEN US THE TORAH AND WHO HAS

CHOSEN THE JEWISH PEOPLE TO HELP HIM REDEEM THE WORLD IS THE BEDROCK UPON WHICH

JUDATSM RESTS, BUT ALMOST ALL ELSE IS OPEN TO DISCUSSION IN THE TALMUD AND IN

ALL RABBINIC SOURCES. AS WE LISTEN TO DR. TALYA FISHMAN LET US ALSO REMEMBER

HOW HARRY FREEDMAN PUT THESE PRINCIPLES IN PRACTICE, HOW HE KNEW HOW TO DISAGREE

WITHOUT BEING DISAGREEABLE, HOW HE KNEW HOW TO LOVE EVEN THOSE WHO DISAGREED




© WITH HIM VEHEMENTLY. LET US ALL HOPE AND PRAY THAT WE WILL ALWAYS STRIVE TO
HAVE SUCH A COMMUNITY IN HOUSTON WHERE WITHIN TORAH MORALITY JEWS CAN DISAGREE

WITHOUT BEING DISAGREEABLE. AMEN.




0 LORD, MASTER OF THE UNIVERSE, WHO HAS CREATED US WITH CONFLICTING DESIRES AND
CONFLICTING HOPES, WITH A HEAD AND WITH A HEART, GRANT THAT WE WILL ALWAYS RECOGNIZE
THE FACT THAT WE MUST CONSTANTLY HOLD CONFLICTING, PRINCIPLES CLEARLY IN OUR MINDS

AT ALL TIMES IF WE ARE TO LEAD A MORAL AND A JUST LIFE. LET US ALWAYS REMEMBER

THAT LLAW AND MERCY MUST ALWAYS BE BALANCED IF WE ARE EVER TO ATTAIN JUSTICE, THAT
THE APPLICATION OF STRICT LAW ALONE WILL ONLY LEAD TO INJUSTICE AND THAT THE TOTAL
RELIANCE ON MERCY ALONE WILL LEAD TO LAWLESSNESS AND ANARCHY. GRANT, O LORD, THAT
WE WILL ALWAYS REALIZE THAT YOU HAVE GIVEN US TWO EYES, TWO NOSTRILS, TWO HANDS,

AND TWO FEET SO THAT WE WILL ALWAYS BE ABLE TO REALIZE THAT WE MUST GRASP AND LOOK
AT AND FEEL THE CONFLICTING PRINCIPLES THAT ARE INHERENT IN EVERY PART OF LIFE.

LET US ALWAY:S REALIZE ¥, FOR EXAMPLE, THAT FREEDOM AND EQUALITY ARE COMPLETE
OPPOSITES, THAT IF WE HAVE COMPLETE EQUALITY WE g:&LOT HAVE ANY FREEDOM AT ALL

AND THAT IF WE HAVE COMPLETE' FREEDOM WE WILL HAVE ONLY ANARCHY: AND HUMAN DEGRADATION.
LORD, LET US ALWAYS REALIZE THAT THE BEAUTY OF THE JEWISH TRADITION HAS NE=ReR BEEN
THAT IT Ié“gﬁ EITHER/OR TRADITION BUT A BOTH TRADITION, THAT OUR TRADITION HAS
ALWAYS SAID THAT ALL HUMAN DRIVES AND EMOTIONS ARE VALID IF THEY ARE UTILIZED IN

THE RIGHT WAY. HALACHA IN HEBREW MEANS THE RIGHT WAY. TODAY AS WE COME TOGETHER

TO HEAR DR. BARUCH BRODY SPEAK ON CONTEMPORARY APPLICATIONS OF OUR ANCIENT LAWS ler 0S e’
O, Kind | Compusst uTC

THAFiE—yF—EWER BE MINDFUL OF THE GREAT CONTRIBUTIONS THAT HARRY FREEDMAN MADE Qst X
on et A~ whote ldl
IN OUR COMMUNITY F®R JEWISH SCHOLARSHIP AND LEARNING. HE KNEW THE LSIQUE CHARACTER vn
5
OF JEWISH STUDY, HOW WE NEVER DISCARD 4 OPPOSING OPINIONS BUT‘&‘ WE INCORPORATE gy
THEM IN OUR TRADITION. HE TRULY LOVED JEWISH LEARNING AND KNEW THAT THE JEWISH ES oo ,'\D
PEOPLE ARE WHAT WE ARE BECAUSE OF IT. THIS EVENING AS WE HEAR THIS LECTURE ON w NvﬂtL
S o
THE PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS OF OUR HALACHA TO MODERN PROBLEMS, LET US RENEW OUR two_s\m%
V)
COMMITMENT TO JEWISH LEARNING AND LET US, AS HARRY FREEDMAN DID, EVERY DAY LEARN 0 Usﬂl(

AT LEAST A LITTLE BIT MORE ABOUT OUR TRADITIONS, ABOUT OUR RIGHT WAY. AMEN.
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